Grade 6 Sample Test Prompt

Conventions

The cafeteria serves some foods people like and some they don’t like. Think about
three different foods that you would like the caf eteria manager to serve that you
can’t get now in the cafeteria.

Write aletter to the cafeteria manager convincing her to serve each of the three new
foods that you are suggesting.

Y our essay should
e Target aspecific audience and purpose.

e Organize clear ideas into meaningful sequence.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

CONVENTIONS

6

The writing demonstrates exceptionally strong control of
standard writing conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling,
capitalization, paragraph breaks, grammar and usage) and uses
them effectively to enhance communication. Errors are so few
and so minor that the reader can easily skim right over them
unless specifically searching for them. The writing is
characterized by

strong control of conventions; manipulation of conventions
may occur for stylistic effect.

strong, effective use of punctuation that guides the reader
through the text.

correct spelling, even of more difficult words.

paragraph breaks that reinforce the organizational
structure.

correct grammar and usage that contribute to clarity and
style.

skill in using awide range of conventions in a sufficiently
long and complex piece.

little or no need for editing.

5

The writing demonstrates strong control of standard writing
conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization,
paragraph breaks, grammar and usage) and uses them
effectively to enhance communication. Errors are so few and
so minor that they do not impede readability. Thewritingis
characterized by

strong control of conventions.

effective use of punctuation that guides the reader
through the text.

correct spelling, even of more difficult words.
paragraph breaks that reinforce the organizational
structure.

correct capitalization; errors, if any, are minor.
correct grammar and usage that contribute to clarity and
style.

skill in using awide range of conventionsin a
sufficiently long and complex piece.

little need for editing.

4

The writing demonstrates control of standard writing
conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization,
paragraph breaks, grammar and usage). Minor errors,
while perhaps noticeable, do not impede readability. The
writing is characterized by

e control over conventions used, although awide range
is not demonstrated.

e  correct end-of-sentence punctuation, internal
punctuation may sometimes be incorrect.

o gpelling that isusually correct, especially on common
words.

e  hasicaly sound paragraph breaks that reinforce the
organizationa structure.

e correct capitalization; errors, if any, are minor.
occasional lapsesin correct grammar and usage;
problems are not severe enough to distort meaning or
confuse the reader.

e  moderate need for editing.

3

The writing demonstrates limited control of standard writing
conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization,
paragraph breaks, grammar and usage). Errors begin to impede
readability. Thewriting is characterized by

some control over basic conventions; the text may be too
simple to reveal mastery.

end-of-sentence punctuation that is usually correct;
however, internal punctuation contains frequent errors.
spelling errors that distract the reader; misspelling of
common words occurs.

paragraphs that sometimes run together or begin at
ineffective places.

capitalization errors.

errorsin grammar and usage that do not block meaning but
do distract the reader.

significant need for editing.

2

The writing demonstrates little control of standard writing
conventions. Frequent, significant errors impede readability.
The writing is characterized by

little control over basic conventions.

many end-of-sentence punctuation errors; internal
punctuation contains frequent errors.

spelling errors that frequently distract the reader;
misspelling of common words often occurs.
paragraphs that often run together or begin in ineffective
places.

capitalization that is inconsistent or often incorrect.
errorsin grammar and usage that interfere with
readability and meaning.

substantial need for editing.

1

Numerous errorsin usage, spelling, capitalization, and
punctuation repeatedly distract the reader and make the
text difficult to read. In fact, the severity and frequency of
errors are so overwhelming that the reader findsiit difficult
to focus on the message and must reread for meaning. The
writing is characterized by

e very limited skill in using conventions.

e  hasic punctuation (including end-of-sentence
punctuation) that tends to be omitted, haphazard, or
incorrect.

o frequent spelling errors that significantly impair
readability.

e  paragraph breaksthat may be highly irregular or so
frequent (every sentence) that they bear no relation to
the organization of the text.

e  capitalization that appears to be random.

e aneed for extensive editing.
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 1
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| Scorepoint 1 — Numerous errors in spelling,
capitalization, and punctuation distract the reader and W
make the text difficult to read. Thereis aneed for &
extensive editing, even in this short response. -

.
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 2

Writing
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Scor e point 2 — Frequent, significant errors impede readability . End- [
of -sentence punctuation errors, internal punctuation errors, and -
misspelling of common words distract the reader . Thereis a substantial | |
need for editing.
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 3

Writing
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Scor e point 3 —The writing demonstrates limited control of standard

L | writing conventions; however, errors begin to impede readability . End-
| | of-sentence punctuation is usually correct. There is misspelling of
common words: manger for manager, tree for three, bicouse for
because, loock for look, migth for might, and singed for signed.

Arizona Department of Education Page 5 of 11 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 6 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 4A
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 4B

Writing
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| Scorepoint 4 — The writer shows a control over conventions used,
although a wide range is not demonstrated. Correct end-of-sentence

| punctuation is used, and there are only few internal punctuation errors.
1 There are occasional lapsesin correct grammar and usage, but only a
H moderate need for editing.
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 5A

Writing
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 5B

Writing
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Scor e point 5 — The writing demonstrates strong control of standard
writing conventions, using them effectively to enhance communication .

Paragraph breaks reinforce the organizational structure. The writer I
1 employs correct grammar and usage that contributes to clarity and i
| style. Thereis little need for editing. H

i —T
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Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score Point 6A

Writin
g FINAL COPY

Ra Calefersy Mangger,

\r.ffﬁm‘ of you wtre 3 uf/or"faff‘-?n who qofelird cat the aeat fhat- £s oo s
P almeact afl of the Becls s fo the caloder fa? What ot - h

thad ppneld birt f'p ﬁﬂg-“t?r;'a ftnp Fv roolded cofth S 2H Qt,auf' Im“ﬂ Znu

e 7 J i 3 tef e
J<F 2 il LA £ L il bat edes Serud o g€
LL ) £ the fo iled by cor calife
e ) .
The 4 fshafees, 20 ‘
T Loc lees facesin that 2 lope dcoiat of children 2 ol getitag
2 is b " L 7
Stwce T Muoer o clomd coidot P o Lo tere ¢ 2 cchitborn T hace
u 5 4

Aﬂ;&&ﬂﬂ.&&f&@#ﬂﬂb‘_ﬂdﬂ@dﬂﬁ Dok a5 Gen the <k fa_ ThEs

aas Hat i dtle we are <er fi.:; scdched Fn-rn&-ws e steelpdic dore ot
. 4, J -

wereaT A l;’r* o g ilr?a.q‘f.fgtd/l‘af Fe Al ) ;h.rc.Al’t‘.«. ‘:{ifc‘ﬁé, .’FJU‘

ﬁ(ﬂmdrm;ﬁ
npc
;qu‘iz Aemct S ceoeds That Fo A readil) ovmerr for cur tootl . S edfucy Hlove
iggaumbzmmé_e,a_vfz_wkau fo o, dhe price. Yos 2
(B~ i

Arizona Department of Education Page 10 of 11 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 6 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 6 Writing Conventions — Score point 6B

Writing
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Scor e point 6 — This response has exceptionally strong control of
— writing conventions. The writer shows skill in using a wide range of —1
| conventionsin asufficiently long and complex piece. Correct use of
internal punctuation, including parenthesisis noted. Correct grammar
and usage contribute to clarity and style.
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